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(57) ABSTRACT

A method for associating an image of a document with infor-
mation relating to a radio frequency identification (RFID) tag,
according to one embodiment, includes receiving informa-
tion relating to an RFID tag, the information including at least
one of a trip identifier, an identifier of the RFID tag, an
identifier of a transport item, and a document identifier;
receiving an image of a document; storing the image of the
document; associating the image of the document with the
information relating to the RFID tag; and storing the associa-
tion of the image with the information relating to the RFID
tag.

28 Claims, 8 Drawing Sheets
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RFID SYSTEMS AND METHODS FOR
ASSOCIATING IMAGES OF DOCUMENTS
WITH RFID TAG-RELATED DATA

RELATED APPLICATIONS

This application claims priority to U.S. Provisional Patent
Appl. No. 61/774,435, filed Mar. 7, 2013, which is herein
incorporated by reference.

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to Radio Frequency (RF)
systems, and more particularly, this invention relates to asso-
ciating an image of a document with Radio Frequency iden-
tification (RFID) tag-related data.

BACKGROUND

RFID tags are used to collect and store a wide range of
important data. However, the memory capacity on currently-
available tags is insufficient to store large quantities of infor-
mation, such image data of a scanned document.

BRIEF SUMMARY

A method for associating an image of a document with
information relating to a radio frequency identification
(RFID) tag, according to one embodiment, includes receiving
information relating to an RFID tag, the information includ-
ing at least one of a trip identifier, an identifier of the RFID
tag, an identifier of a transport item, and a document identi-
fier; receiving an image of a document; storing the image of
the document; associating the image of the document with the
information relating to the RFID tag; and storing the associa-
tion of the image with the information relating to the RFID
tag.

A method for associating an image of a document with
information relating to a radio frequency identification
(RFID) tag according to one embodiment includes receiving
information relating to an RFID tag, the information includ-
ing at least one of a trip identifier, an identifier of the RFID
tag, an identifier of a transport item, and a document identi-
fier; receiving tag data corresponding to data stored on the
RFID tag; associating the tag data with the information relat-
ing to the RFID tag; storing the association of the tag data
with the information relating to the RFID tag; receiving an
image of a document, wherein the image of the document has
physical characteristics of an image generated by a mobile
device or a scanner; storing the image of the document; asso-
ciating the image of the document with the information relat-
ing to the RFID tag; and storing the association of the image
with the information relating to the RFID tag.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

For a fuller understanding of the nature and advantages of
the present invention, as well as the preferred mode of use,
reference should be made to the following detailed descrip-
tion read in conjunction with the accompanying drawings.

FIG. 1is a system diagram of an RFID system according to
one embodiment.

FIG. 2 is a system diagram for an integrated circuit (IC)
chip for implementation in an RFID device according to one
embodiment.

FIG. 3 is a high level representation of a system architec-
ture according to one embodiment.
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FIG. 4 is a representation of an RFID system according to
one embodiment.

FIG. 5 is a flowchart showing the process steps of a method
according to one embodiment.

FIG. 6 is a flowchart showing the process steps of a method
according to one embodiment.

FIG. 7 is a diagram of a network architecture according to
one embodiment.

FIG. 8is adiagram of a hardware environment according to
one embodiment.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

The following description is made for the purpose of illus-
trating the general principles of the present invention and is
not meant to limit the inventive concepts claimed herein.
Further, particular features described herein can be used in
combination with other described features in each of the
various possible combinations and permutations.

Unless otherwise specifically defined herein, all terms are
to be given their broadest possible interpretation including
meanings implied from the specification as well as meanings
understood by those skilled in the art and/or as defined in
dictionaries, treatises, etc.

It must also be noted that, as used in the specification and
the appended claims, the singular forms “a,” “an” and “the”
include plural referents unless otherwise specified.

The following description discloses several preferred
embodiments of RFID-based storage systems and/or related
systems and methods, as well as operation and/or component
parts thereof.

In one general embodiment, a method for associating an
image of a document with information relating to a radio
frequency identification (RFID) tag includes receiving infor-
mation relating to an RFID tag, the information including at
least one of a trip identifier, an identifier of the RFID tag, an
identifier of a transport item, and a document identifier;
receiving an image of a document; storing the image of the
document; associating the image of the document with the
information relating to the RFID tag; and storing the associa-
tion of the image with the information relating to the RFID
tag.

In another general embodiment, a method for associating
an image of a document with information relating to a radio
frequency identification (RFID) tag includes receiving infor-
mation relating to an RFID tag, the information including at
least one of a trip identifier, an identifier of the RFID tag, an
identifier of a transport item, and a document identifier;
receiving tag data corresponding to data stored on the RFID
tag; associating the tag data with the information relating to
the RFID tag; storing the association of the tag data with the
information relating to the RFID tag; receiving an image of a
document, wherein the image of the document has physical
characteristics of an image generated by a mobile device or a
scanner; storing the image of the document; associating the
image of the document with the information relating to the
RFID tag; and storing the association of the image with the
information relating to the RFID tag.

FIG. 1 depicts an RFID system 100 according to one of the
various embodiments, which may include some or all of the
following components and/or other components. As shown in
FIG.1, one or more RFID devices 102 are present. Each RFID
device 102 in this embodiment includes a controller and
memory, which are preferably embodied on a single chip as
described below, but may also or alternatively include a dif-
ferent type of controller, such as an application specific inte-
grated circuit (ASIC), processor, an external memory mod-
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ule, etc. In some embodiments, the processor may be
configured and/or programmable to perform or control some
or all of the methodology presented herein. For example, the
processor may be configured to perform various operations
by way of logic programmed into a chip; software, firmware,
or other instructions being available to a processor; etc. and
combinations thereof.

For purposes of the present discussion, the RFID devices
102 will be described as including a chip. Each RFID device
102 may further include or be coupled to an antenna 105.

An illustrative chip is disclosed below, though actual
implementations may vary depending on how the device is to
be used. In general terms, a preferred chip includes one or
more of a power supply circuit to extract and regulate power
from the RF reader signal; a detector to decode signals from
the reader; a backscatter modulator and/or transmitter to send
data back to the reader, anti-collision protocol circuits; and at
least enough memory to store its unique identification code,
e.g., Electronic Product Code (EPC).

While RFID devices 102 according to some embodiments
are functional RFID tags, other types of RFID devices 102
include merely a controller with on-board memory, a control-
ler and external memory, etc.

Each of the RFID devices 102 may be coupled to an object
or item, such as an article of manufacture, a container, a
device, a person, etc.

With continued reference to FIG. 1, a remote device 104
such as an interrogator or “reader” communicates with the
RFID devices 102 via an air interface, preferably using stan-
dard RFID protocols. An “air interface” refers to any type of
wireless communications mechanism, such as the radio-fre-
quency signal between the RFID device and the remote
device. The RFID device 102 executes the computer com-
mands that the RFID device 102 receives from the reader 104.

The system 100 may also include an optional backend
system such as a server 106, which may include databases
containing information and/or instructions relating to RFID
tags and/or tagged items.

As noted above, each RFID device 102 may be associated
with a unique identifier. Such identifier is preferably an EPC
code. The EPC is a simple, compact identifier that uniquely
identifies objects (items, cases, pallets, locations, etc.) in the
supply chain. The EPC is built around a basic hierarchical
idea that can be used to express a wide variety of different,
existing numbering systems, like the EAN.UCC System
Keys, UID, VIN, and other numbering systems. Like many
current numbering schemes used in commerce, the EPC is
divided into numbers that identify the manufacturer and prod-
uct type. In addition, the EPC uses an extra set of digits, a
serial number, to identify unique items. A typical EPC num-
ber contains:

1. Header, which identifies the length, type, structure, version
and generation of EPC;

2. Manager Number, which identifies the company or com-
pany entity;

3. Object Class, similar to a stock keeping unit or SKU; and

4. Serial Number, which is the specific instance of the Object

Class being tagged.

Additional fields may also be used as part of the EPC in order
to properly encode and decode information from different
numbering systems into their native (human-readable) forms.

Each RFID device 102 may also store information about
the item to which coupled, including but not limited to a name
or type of item, serial number of the item, date of manufac-
ture, place of manufacture, owner identification, origin and/or
destination information, expiration date, composition, infor-
mation relating to or assigned by governmental agencies and
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regulations, etc. Furthermore, data relating to an item can be
stored in one or more databases linked to the RFID tag. These
databases do not reside on the tag, but rather are linked to the
tag through a unique identifier(s) or reference key(s).

RFID systems may use reflected or “backscattered” radio
frequency (RF) waves to transmit information from the RFID
device 102 to the remote device 104, e.g., reader. Since pas-
sive (Class-1 and Class-2) tags get all of their power from the
reader signal, the tags are only powered when in the beam of
the reader 104.

The Auto ID Center EPC-Compliant tag classes are set
forth below:

Class-1

Identity tags (RF user programmable, range ~3 m)

Lowest cost
Class-2

Memory tags (20 bit address space programmable at ~3 m

range)

Security & privacy protection

Low cost
Class-3

Semi-passive tags (also called semi-active tags and battery

assisted passive (BAP) tags)

Battery tags (256 bits to 2M words)

Self-Powered Backscatter (internal clock, sensor interface

support)

~100 meter range

Moderate cost
Class-4

Active tags

Active transmission (permits tag-speaks-first operating

modes)

~300 to ~1,000 meter range

Higher cost

In RFID systems where passive receivers (i.e., Class-1 and
Class-2 tags) are able to capture enough energy from the
transmitted RF to power the device, no batteries are neces-
sary. In systems where distance prevents powering a device in
this manner, an alternative power source must be used. For
these “alternate” systems (e.g., semi-active, semi-passive or
battery-assisted), batteries are the most common form of
power. This greatly increases read range, and the reliability of
tag reads, because the tag does not need power from the reader
to respond. Class-3 tags only need a 5 mV signal from the
reader in comparison to the 500 mV that Class-1 and Class-2
tags typically need to operate. This 100:1 reduction in power
requirement along with the reader’s ability to sense a very
small backscattered signal permits Class-3 tags to operate out
to a free space distance of 100 meters or more compared with
aClass-1range of only about 3 meters. Note that semi-passive
and active tags with built in passive mode may also operate in
passive mode, using only energy captured from an incoming
RF signal to operate and respond, at a shorter distance up to 3
meters.

Active, semi-passive and passive RFID tags may operate
within various regions of the radio frequency spectrum. Low-
frequency (30 KHz to 500 KHz) tags have low system costs
and are limited to short reading ranges. Low frequency tags
may be used in security access and animal identification
applications for example. Ultra high-frequency (860 MHz to
960 MHz and 2.4 GHz to 2.5 GHz) tags offer increased read
ranges and high reading speeds.

A basic RFID communication between an RFID device
and a remote device typically begins with the remote device,
e.g., reader, sending out signals via radio wave to find a
particular RFID device, e.g., tag via singulation or any other
method known in the art. The radio wave hits the RFID
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device, and the RFID device recognizes the remote device’s
signal and may respond thereto. Such response may include
exiting a hibernation state, sending a reply, storing data, etc.

Embodiments of the RFID device are preferably imple-
mented in conjunction with a Class-3 or higher Class IC chip,
which typically contains the processing and control circuitry
for most if not all tag operations. FIG. 2 depicts a circuit
layout of a Class-3 IC 200 and the various control circuitry
according to an illustrative embodiment for implementation
in an RFID tag 102. It should be kept in mind that the present
invention can be implemented using any type of RFID device,
and the circuit 200 is presented as only one possible imple-
mentation.

The Class-3 IC of FIG. 2 can form the core of RFID chips
appropriate for many applications such as identification of
pallets, cartons, containers, vehicles, or anything where a
range of more than 2-3 meters is desired. As shown, the chip
200 includes several circuits including a power generation
and regulation circuit 202, a digital command decoder and
control circuit 204, a sensor interface module 206, a C1G2
interface protocol circuit 208, and a power source (battery)
210. A display driver module 212 can be added to drive a
display.

The RFID device may have a dedicated power supply, e.g.
battery; may draw power from a power source of the elec-
tronic device (e.g., battery, AC adapter, etc.); or both. Further,
the RFID device may include a supplemental power source.
Note that while the present description refers to a “supple-
mental” power source, the supplemental power source may
indeed be the sole device that captures energy from outside
the tag, be it from solar, RF, kinetic, etc. energy.

A forward link AM decoder 216 uses a simplified phase-
lock-loop oscillator that requires only a small amount of chip
area. Preferably, the circuit 216 requires only a minimum
string of reference pulses.

A backscatter modulator block 218 preferably increases
the backscatter modulation depth to more than 50%.

A memory cell, e.g., EEPROM, is also present, and pref-
erably has a capacity from several kilobytes to one megabyte
or more. In one embodiment, a pure, Fowler-Nordheim
direct-tunneling-through-oxide mechanism 220 is present to
reduce both the WRITE and ERASE currents to about 2
pA/cell in the EEPROM memory array. Unlike any RFID tags
built to date, this permits reliable tag operation at maximum
range even when WRITE and ERASE operations are being
performed. In other embodiments, the WRITE and ERASE
currents may be higher or lower, depending on the type of
memory used and its requirements.

The module 200 may also incorporate a security encryp-
tion circuit 222 for operating under one or more security
schemes, secret handshakes with readers, etc.

As alluded to above, tag data may be stored in memory on
an RFID tag. RFID tag data can be any type of data, including
sensor data, origination and destination data, ownership data,
data about the item to which affixed such as product contents,
etc. The tag itself may have an “owner”, where “ownership”
may refer to outright ownership, as well as a level of control
over the tag and/or its use, data, etc. Similarly, ownership can
be defined for the tag data, including discrete portions thereof
such that each portion may be owned by a different entity.
Such “ownership” may refer broadly to some associationof a
user or entity (“owner”) with a discrete portion of the data, as
will soon become apparent.

In preferred embodiments, RFID tag data and/or a portion
thereof may preferably remain secure to the owner of the tag
the tag data such that unauthorized access to the tag data is
prevented according to one approach. Moreover, it may be
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desirable to control access to portions of the RFID tag data
upon approved changes to ownership, particularly in the case
where a single RFID tag may change ownership at least once
e.g., when traversing a supply chain. Upon determining an
approved ownership of the RFID tag, an owner may be
granted access to at least a portion of the RFID tag data
associated with that owner. According to a preferred
approach, the tag data may be uploaded and stored on a
cloud-based data management system along with ownership
information, which may be assigned in the field and written to
the tag. The owner of a portion of the data may then be
provided access to the data via a computer interface, mobile
application on a handheld device, etc. By cloud-based, what
is meant is that the data management system is accessible
from at least two different remote locations via a network.

According to a preferred approach, ownership designation
of'the RFID tag data within a cloud-based data management
system may mirror its particular ownership segmentation.
Thereby the tag data may preferably be segmented by various
factors, while additionally maintaining the complete tag data
history (explained in further detail below). This may be desir-
able for applications such as produce delivery or package
delivery because the complete shipping history allows for
traceability, transfer of ownership information, as well as a
complete product timeline.

FIG. 3 illustrates a high level system architecture 300 that
includes a cloud-based data management system that has a
data management module 302 for storing and controlling
access to RFID tag data. As used herein, the cloud-based data
management system may include components from the
ZEST™ gystem and/or service, available from Intelleflex
Corporation, 2465 Augustine Drive #102, Santa Clara, Calif.
95054, USA.

As an option, the present system 300 may be implemented
in conjunction with features from any other embodiment
listed herein, such as those described with reference to the
other FIGS. Of course, however, components of such archi-
tecture 300 and others presented herein may be used in vari-
ous applications and/or in permutations which may or may
not be specifically described in the illustrative embodiments
listed herein. Further, various components of the architecture
300 presented herein may be used in any desired environ-
ment.

As shown, the architecture 300 includes a data manage-
ment module 302 residing in a “data cloud” 304, either of
which may include one or more computing devices, one or
more databases, one or more storage devices, one or more
networking devices, etc. RFID readers 104 are in communi-
cation with the data management module 302 and/or cloud
300 via any type of known connection, including the internet,
mobile telephony network, etc. The RFID readers 104 may
communicate with one or more RFID tags 102 to read and/or
write tag data and/or other data. Tag data received by an RFID
reader 104 may be transmitted to the data management mod-
ule 302, which, as described in detail below, may store and
control access to such data. Upon receiving a request from an
authorized user or owner, portions (or all) of the tag data may
be transmitted to a user device 306. Note that the foregoing
architecture 300 is exemplary only, and those skilled in the art
will appreciate the many permutations included in the present
disclosure.

With continued reference to FIG. 3, in one approach, the
RFID tag data may be sent exclusively to the cloud-based data
management system through which ownership may be veri-
fied and appropriate access to the data may be made (e.g., via
an internet connection).
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As will soon become apparent, regarding a new RFID tag,
or a tag being reused, an owner may create a connection
between the data management module 302 and the new RFID
tag by incorporating an RFID tag reader, by scanning a bar
code on the RFID tag using a bar code scanner coupled to a
computer in communication with the data management mod-
ule 302, by entering an ID of the tag into an interface with the
data management module 302, etc. Moreover, any corre-
sponding product association may also be provided.

Referring now to FIG. 4, a representation an RFID system
400 according to one illustrative embodiment is shown,
which may include some or all of the following components
and/or other components. As shown in FIG. 1, one or more
RFID devices 102 are present. The one or more RFID devices
102 may be attached to a pallet, a container, a crate or other
suitable transport item as would be understood by one having
skill in the art.

Data may be read from the one or more RFID devices 102
at one or more waypoint locations 402. In various embodi-
ments, the data read from the one or more RFID devices 102
may include, but is not limited to, “waypoint information.” As
used herein, waypoint information may include information
about: a location of the RFID tag, reaching a destination, an
event taking place (e.g., entering a password, scanning a
barcode, inputting a signature, etc.), a change in custody of
the RFID tag, time, an access to the RFID tag by an RFID
reader, writing information to the RFID tag, a change (e.g., a
spike) in sensor data (e.g. humidity, temperature, presence of
bacteria, etc.) collected by the RFID tag, etc. or any other
factors which would be apparent to one skilled in the art upon
reading the present descriptions. Further, in some embodi-
ments, the RFID tag data may be partitioned in correspon-
dence to data size, periods of time, owner inputs, changes in
the data being recorded, etc.

With continued reference to FIG. 4, the data may be trans-
ferred via one or more RFID readers 104 to a data manage-
ment module 302 residing in a “data cloud” 304 and then to a
user 404 for real time decision making. As used herein, the
user may be a distribution center, a single human operator, a
small business entity, etc.

In some embodiments, the one or more waypoint locations
402 may each correspond to a change in or validation of
custody or ownership of the RFID tag. For example, each of
the one or more waypoint locations 402 (e.g. P1-P4) may
correspond to individual ownerships, but may incorporate
any approach described and/or suggested herein.

Thereby, in one approach, a single RFID tag may be used
and/or reused for multiple ownerships (e.g., jobs, applica-
tions, etc.) while maintaining secure access to all data previ-
ously collected by the single RFID tag. In another approach,
when ownership is granted and/or transferred to a new owner,
the previous ownership(s) may expire depending on a number
of factors.

In one embodiment, once an ownership is established by
any one and/or combination of the approaches listed herein,
the duration for which the ownership is valid may be deter-
mined by a variety of additional factors and/or the factors
used to determine the ownership. Thus, according to various
approaches, an ownership, once established, may be valid for
a period of time, while certain conditions are met, indefi-
nitely, etc.

As stated immediately above, in one embodiment, an own-
ership may be valid for a period of time. According to various
approaches, at the end of the period of time, the ownership
may be reevaluated, automatically expire, be automatically
renewed, etc. In another embodiment, an ownership may be
valid while certain waypoint information standards are met.
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Again, once certain waypoint information standards are no
longer met, the ownership may be reevaluated, automatically
expire, initiate a timer upon completion of which the owner-
ship expires, etc.

In another approach, a limit may be placed on a number of
owners. When a limit of owners is reached (e.g., one, two,
three, four, etc.) for overlapping and/or the same portions of
the data, one, some, or all of the ownerships may be reevalu-
ated, automatically expire, initiate a timer, etc. According to
various approaches, the ownerships may be reevaluated, auto-
matically expire, initiate a timer, etc. in a first in first out
(FIFO), first in last out (FILO), last in first out (LIFO), last in
last out (LILO), etc. manner, or any other manner which
would be apparent to one skilled in the art upon reading the
present description.

According to another embodiment, multiple users may be
granted ownership of overlapping and/or the same discreet
portions of the RFID data. Thus, in one approach, one entity
may be granted ownership of a first portion of data, and a
second entity may be granted ownership of the first portion of
data as well as a second portion of data.

In another approach, multiple users may be granted own-
ership of unique discreet portions of the data. Thus, each
owner may be restricted to a different discreet portion of the
data such that preferably none of the discreet portions overlap
and/or share any RFID tag data. In one approach, the multiple
users may have ownership of their respective discreet por-
tions at the same or different times. In one approach, an
ownership may be defined temporally from a change in cus-
tody to the owner to a subsequent change in custody from the
owner.

As an example, a truck driver may gain ownership of an
RFID tag and therefore be allowed to view particular sensor
data corresponding to that RFID tag. However, when the
package is delivered to a warehouse and the ownership is
transferred from the truck driver to the warehouse, because
the truck driver’s ownership corresponded to a particular
sensor data, the warehouse may not be allowed access to the
same data. However, the warchouse owner may be allowed to
access data gathered while the package is in its custody at the
warehouse, until the ownership changes again.

In another approach, an ownership may be approved to at
least one item in a group, but not all of the items in the group.
As an example, a truck driver may gain ownership of several
items on a pallet, which is to be delivered, while he is not
granted ownership to the remaining items on the pallet.

According to another embodiment, the original, last, etc.
owner(s) may retain full access of a given RFID tag’s and/or
tags’ data in its entirety, e.g., an administrator. In one
approach, an administrator may manage at least one, at least
some, a majority, all, etc. of the other owners of a particular
RFID tag’s and/or tags’ data. According to various
approaches, the administrator may individually define each
ownership, may implement a global rule, incorporate logic,
etc.

According to one approach, the full data ownership may be
valid for the entire life of the RFID tag and/or tags. In an
example, a car rental company may retain ownership and full
access to the entirety of the RFID tags and RFID tag data for
each of the cars the company rents. Although the RFID tag
corresponding to each of the rental cars may store a new
discreet portion in the RFID tag data for each new rental (e.g.,
waypoint), the rental company may serve as an administrator,
thereby retaining access to RFID tag data from each rental,
regardless of the segmentation.

In another approach, an owner may be allowed to manually
alter at least some of the other ownerships of the discrete
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portions of the data. In a preferred approach, at least some of
the ownerships may be altered to preferably determine the
most effective method for a given situation. In one approach,
an owner may include an administrative owner who may have
access to a majority or all of the RFID tag data. For example,
a shipping warehouse manager may be an administrative
owner, thereby having access to the RFID tag data of all the
packages in the warehouse to be delivered. The shipping
warehouse manager may be able to decide the most efficient
method of delivery for any given package based on the
required delivery date, delivery parameters, destination, etc.

In a preferred approach, which is in no way intended to
limit the invention, an owner may only be allowed to view a
summary of the discrete portion of the data pertaining to the
owner, but not have erasure and/or amendment privileges.
Thus an owner may not be allowed to alter the collected data,
sensor settings, RFID tag settings, RFID tag reader settings,
etc., thereby ensuring authenticity of the data.

It is well recognized that the transfer of certain documents,
including but not limited to shipping invoices and bills of
lading, is often difficult due to the multitude of shipping
sources and destinations, the distinct handling practices of
various companies, damage or misplacement of the docu-
ments, etc. The electronic transfer of these documents is also
difficult due to network protection firewalls, varying network
speeds and bandwidths, etc. Furthermore, scanning and stor-
ing images of these documents on RFID tags is impractical
and/or impossible. For example, low cost RFID tags with
larger memory capacities may have typical storage sizes
ranging from 4 Kbits to 64 Kbits; however, typical scanned
images of documents require approximately 1 Mbit per page.

Embodiments of the present invention overcome the afore-
mentioned drawbacks by providing a system, method and
computer program product for receiving information related
to an RFID tag and an image of a document, associating the
image of the document with the information relating to the
RFID tag and storing: the information relating to the RFID
tag; the image of the document; and the association of the
image with information relating to the RFID tag. In various
approaches, the information relating to the RFID tag, the
image of the document, and the association of the image with
information relating to the RFID tag are stored on a cloud-
based management system.

Referring now to FIG. 5, a method 500 for associating an
image of a document with information relating to a radio
frequency identification (RFID) tag is illustrated according to
an exemplary embodiment. In one approach, the method 500
may be performed at a point of communication with the RFID
tag. In another approach, the method 500 may be performed
at a remote management system.

As an option, the present method 500 may be implemented
in conjunction with features from any other embodiment
listed herein, such as those described with reference to the
other FIGS. Of course, however, such method 500 and others
presented herein may be used in various applications and/or
in permutations, which may or may not be specifically
described in the illustrative embodiments listed herein. Fur-
ther, the method 500 presented herein may be used in any
desired environment.

As show in FIG. 5 according to one approach, the method
500 includes receiving information relating to an RFID tag.
See operation 502. In one approach, the information may be
received, e.g., at a cloud-based data management system, via
a network from a reader that has retrieved the information
from the RFID tag, a local computer in communication with
the reader, etc. In another approach, the RFID tag may be a
battery assisted passive tag.
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The information relating to an RFID tag may include at
least one of a trip identifier, an identifier of the RFID tag, an
identifier of a transport item, and a document identifier. See
operation 502. As used herein, an identifier may be any type
of data that uniquely identifies the trip, tag, item, document,
etc. or other suitable identifier as would be understood by one
having skill in the art upon reading the present disclosure. For
example, an identifier may include a timestamp, a description
of the contents and/or quantity of the products, positioning
data (e.g. GPS, reader position information), shipping
address, destination address, receiving address, etc.

In one approach, the identifier may be stored in a memory
located in the RFID tag, electrically coupled to the RFID tag,
located in an RFID tag reader, electrically coupled to an RFID
tag reader, located in a cloud-based data management system,
etc. It should be noted that “electrically coupled” in light of
the present description preferably includes an electrical con-
nection via a wire, a cable, wirelessly, etc. Further, the
memory may include, but is not limited to Electrically Eras-
able Programmable Read-Only Memory (EEPROM), Static
Random-Access Memory (SRAM), Ferroelectric Random-
Access Memory (FRAM), etc. In yet another approach, the
memory may be located in the RFID tag.

Additionally, a transport item may include, but is not lim-
ited to, a crate, pallet, container, etc. or other suitable trans-
portitem as would be understood by one having skill in the art
upon reading the present disclosure.

In yet another embodiment, the document identifier may
include an invoice number associated with the current ship-
ment. In one approach, the invoice number may be input by a
user. In another approach, the invoice number may be stored
in a memory of the RFID tag.

With continued reference to FIG. 5, the method 500
includes receiving an image of a document. See operation
504. As used herein, the document and/or its image may be of
any type and/or of any format. For example, the document
may include but is not limited to a Word document, an Excel
document, a PDF document, a hand written document, a
computer generated document, an original document, a fac-
simile, an invoice, a bill of lading, etc. Additionally, the
document may comprise any type of medium including, but
not limited to paper, plastic, vellum, etc.

In some embodiments, the image of a document may
include one or more “pages,” an image of part of'a document,
animage of an entire document, an image of multiple pages of
a document, etc. or any combination thereof. It should be
noted that various approaches may be particularly useful
when used with images of paper documents typically used in
conjunction with a supply chain.

For instance, in one exemplary approach, the image of the
document may include an image of an invoice for at least
some contents of a transport item with which the RFID tag is
associated such as being directly or indirectly coupled
thereto, registered as accompanying the transport item, etc.

In another exemplary approach, the image of the document
may include an image of a bill of lading for at least some
contents of a transport item with which the RFID tag is
associated such as being coupled thereto, registered as
accompanying the transport item, etc.

According to another embodiment, the image of the docu-
ment may have physical characteristics of an image generated
by a mobile device such as a camera and/or a device having a
camera, with or without additional processing after the image
is acquired. Thus, as alluded to, the mobile device may be a
standalone camera or the camera may be on another device
such as a mobile phone, mobile RFID reader, etc., in some
approaches. Also in some approaches, the physical character-
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istics of an image generated by a mobile device may include
one or more of an image skew, differing horizontal dimen-
sions (such as where the top of the document is narrower than
the bottom because the camera was not oriented precisely
above the center of the document), low resolution, presence
of light variations and/or shadows across at least a portion of
the page, etc., and other such physical characteristics as
would be understood by one skilled in the art upon reading the
present disclosure.

In yet another embodiment the image of the document may
have physical characteristics of an image generated by a
scanner of a type known in the art, such as a dedicated scan-
ner, a scanner/fax/printer multifunction device, etc. Such
physical characteristics of an image generated by a scanner
may include, but are not limited to, one or more of an image
skew, presence of streaks across a portion of the page, pres-
ence of color beyond an edge of the page (e.g., overscan),
incorrect page orientation, etc.

In a further embodiment, the image of the document may
be in a compressed electronic format such as PDF, JPEG.
TIFF, etc.

The method 500 also includes storing the image of the
document and associating the image of the document with the
information relating to the RFID tag, in yet another embodi-
ment. See operation 506 and 508, respectively. In one
approach, the image of the document may be stored on a
cloud-based data management system. According to some
approaches, the image of the document may be associated
with the information relating to the RFID tag by correlating
an identifier submitted with the image to an identifier in the
information relating to the RFID tag, by receiving user input
designating the association, by extracting data from the docu-
ment via OCR to correlate the data to information relating to
the RFID tag, etc. or other suitable method of association as
would be understood by one skilled in the art upon reading the
present disclosure.

Again withreference to FIG. 5, the method 500 includes, in
one embodiment, storing the association of the image with the
information relating to the RFID tag. See operation 510.

In another embodiment, method 500 may further include
receiving sensor data collected by the RFID tag, and associ-
ating the sensor data with the image of the document. Accord-
ing to various approaches, the sensor data may include any
number of environmental conditions, including but not lim-
ited to humidity, Ph, temperature, sunlight, ultraviolet light,
chemicals, radioactivity, pathogens, presence of bacteria,
presence of viruses, presence of prions, carbon dioxide level,
etc. or any other data which would be desired and/or apparent
to one skilled in the art upon reading the present description.
Inoneapproach, the sensor data may be selected from a group
consisting of temperature, humidity, Ph, light such as sunlight
and/or ultraviolet light, chemicals, radioactivity, shock,
pathogens, presence of bacteria, presence of viruses, pres-
ence of prions, and concentration of specific gases such as a
carbon dioxide level.

In yet another embodiment, the method 500 may further
include extracting textual data from the image of the docu-
ment, and storing the extracted textual data in an index and/or
a relational database. The textual data may be extracted from
the image ofthe document using optical character recognition
(OCR), according to one approach.

In a further embodiment, the method 500 may further
include outputting data about the tag along with at least one of
a pointer, e.g., hyperlink, to the image of the document, a file
having the image of the document e.g., as an attachment, and
graphical data of the image of the document.
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Referring now to FIG. 6, a method 600 for associating an
image of a document with information relating to a radio
frequency identification (RFID) tag is illustrated according to
an exemplary embodiment. In one approach, the method 600
may be performed at a point of communication with the RFID
tag. In another approach, the method 600 may be performed
at a remote management system.

As an option, the present method 600 may be implemented
in conjunction with features from any other embodiment
listed herein, such as those described with reference to the
other FIGS. Of course, however, such method 600 and others
presented herein may be used in various applications and/or
in permutations, which may or may not be specifically
described in the illustrative embodiments listed herein. Fur-
ther, the method 600 presented herein may be used in any
desired environment.

As show in FIG. 6, the method 600 includes receiving
information relating to an RFID tag, the information includ-
ing at least one of a trip identifier, an identifier of the RFID
tag, an identifier of a transport item and a document identifier.
See operation 602. In some approaches, the transport item
may be a crate, pallet, container, etc.

The method 600 also includes receiving tag data corre-
sponding to data stored on the RFID tag. See operation 604. In
one approach, the tag data may include sensor data collected
by the RFID tag. For example, in various approaches, sensor
data may include, but is not limited to, humidity, Ph, tempera-
ture, sunlight, ultraviolet light, chemicals, radioactivity,
pathogens, presence of bacteria, presence of viruses, pres-
ence of prions, carbon dioxide level, etc. or any other data
which would be desired and/or apparent to one skilled in the
art upon reading the present description.

In another approach the tag data may include timestamps,
positioning data (e.g., GPS, reader position information),
unique product information regarding the product that the
RFID tag may be directly or indirectly coupled to, a quantity
of the products, a destination of the product, etc.

With continued reference to FIG. 6, the method 600
includes associating the tag data with the information relating
to the RFID tag and storing the association of the tag data with
the information relating to the RFID tag. See operations 606
and 608, respectively.

The method 600 additionally includes receiving an image
of'a document, wherein the image of the document has physi-
cal characteristics of an image generated by a mobile device
or a scanner. See operation 610.

The method 600 also includes storing the image of the
document. See operation 612. In operation 614, the image of
the document is associated with the information relating to
the RFID tag. In operation 616, the association of the image
with the information relating to the RFID tag is stored.

Furthermore, according to one embodiment, the method
600 may further include outputting data about the tag along
with at least one of a pointer, e.g., hyperlink, to the image of
the document, a file having the image of the document e.g., as
an attachment, and graphical data of the image of the docu-
ment.

In addition, method 600 may further include extracting
textual data from the image of the document, and storing the
extracted textual data in an index and/or a relational database,
in another embodiment.

Inoneillustrative embodiment, a method for associating an
image of a document with information relating to a radio
frequency identification (RFID) tag is performed at a point of
communication with the RFID tag and/or at a remote man-
agement system. The method includes receiving information
relating to an RFID tag. The information is received, for
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example, at a cloud-based data management system, via a
network from a reader that has retrieved the information from
the RFID tag, a local computer in communication with the
reader, etc. The RFID tag is a battery assisted passive tag. The
information relating to an RFID tag includes at least one of a
trip identifier, an identifier of the RFID tag, an identifier of a
transport item (such as a crate, pallet, container, etc.), and a
document identifier. As used herein, an identifier may be any
type of data that uniquely identifies the trip, tag, item, docu-
ment, etc. For example, an identifier may include an invoice
number associated with the current shipment, a timestamp, a
description of the product contents and/or quantity of the
products, positioning data (e.g. GPS, reader position infor-
mation), destination address, etc. Additionally, the identifier
may be input by a user. Alternatively, the identifier may be
stored in a memory located in the RFID tag, electrically
coupled to the RFID tag, in an RFID tag reader, electrically
coupled to an RFID tag reader, in a cloud-based data man-
agement system, etc. As used herein “electrically coupled”
includes an electrical connection via a wire, a cable, wire-
lessly, etc. Furthermore, the memory may include, but is not
limited to, Electrically Erasable Programmable Read-Only
Memory (EEPROM), Static Random-Access Memory
(SRAM), Ferroelectric Random-Access Memory (FRAM),
etc. The method also includes receiving an image of a docu-
ment. As used herein, the document may be of any type and/or
of any format including, but not limited to, a Word document,
an Excel document, a PDF document, a hand written docu-
ment, a computer generated document, an original document,
a facsimile, etc. The document may comprise any type of
medium including, but not limited to, paper, plastic, vellum,
etc. For example, in some approaches the document may be a
paper invoice, a paper bill of lading, a driver’s license, etc. In
addition, the image of a document may be one or more
“pages,” an image of part of a document, an image of an entire
document, an image of multiple pages of a document, etc. or
any combination thereof. It should be noted that various
approaches may be particularly useful when used with
images of paper documents typically used in conjunction
with a supply chain. For instance, the image of the document
may include an image of an invoice for at least some contents
of a transport item and/or an image of a bill of lading for at
least some contents of a transport item with which the RFID
tag is associated (such as being coupled thereto, registered as
accompanying the transport item, etc.) The image of the
document may further have physical characteristics of an
image generated by a mobile device such as a camera. The
camera may be a standalone camera or the camera may be on
another device such as a mobile phone, mobile RFID reader,
etc., in some approaches. The physical characteristics of an
image generated by a mobile device may include one or more
of an image skew, differing horizontal dimensions (such as
where the top of the document is narrower than the bottom
because the camera was not oriented precisely above the
center of the document), low resolution, presence of light
variations and/or shadows across a portion of the page, etc.,
and other such physical characteristics as would be under-
stood by one skilled in the art upon reading the present dis-
closure. The image of the document may also have physical
characteristics of an image generated by a scanner of a type
known in the art. Such physical characteristics of an image
generated by a scanner an may include, but are not limited to,
one or more of an image skew, presence of streaks across a
portion of the page, presence of color beyond an edge of the
page (e.g., overscan), incorrect page orientation, etc. More-
over, the image of the document may be in a compressed
electronic format such as PDF, JPEG, TIFF, etc. The method
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also includes storing the image of the document. For example,
the image of the document may be stored on a cloud-based
data management system. The method further includes asso-
ciating the image of the document with the information relat-
ing to the RFID tag. For instance, the image of the document
may be associated with the information relating to the RFID
tag by correlating an identifier submitted with the image to an
identifier in the information relating to the RFID tag, by
receiving user input designating the association, by extracting
data from the document via OCR to correlate the data to
information relating to the RFID tag, etc. The method addi-
tionally includes storing the association of the image with the
information relating to the RFID tag. The method may further
include receiving sensor data collected by the RFID tag, and
associating the sensor data with the image of the document.
The sensor data may include any number of environmental
conditions, including but not limited to humidity, Ph, tem-
perature, sunlight, ultraviolet light, chemicals, radioactivity,
pathogens, presence of bacteria, presence of viruses, pres-
ence of prions, carbon dioxide level, etc. or any other data
which would be desired and/or apparent to one skilled in the
art upon reading the present description. For example, the
sensor data may be selected from a group consisting of tem-
perature, humidity, Ph, light such as sunlight and/or ultravio-
let light, chemicals, radioactivity, shock, pathogens, presence
of bacteria, presence of viruses, presence of prions, and con-
centration of specific gases such as a carbon dioxide level. In
addition, the method may further include extracting textual
data from the image of the document, and storing the
extracted textual data in an index and/or a relational database.
The textual data may be extracted from the image of the
document using optical character recognition (OCR). Also,
the method may further include outputting data about the tag
along with at least one of a pointer, e.g., hyperlink, to the
image of the document, a file having the image of the docu-
ment e.g., as an attachment, and graphical data ofthe image of
the document.

In another illustrative embodiment, a method for associat-
ing an image of a document with information relating to a
radio frequency identification (RFID) tag is performed at a
point of communication with the RFID tag and/or at a remote
management system. The method includes receiving infor-
mation relating to an RFID tag, the information including at
least one of a trip identifier, an identifier of the RFID tag, an
identifier of a transport item (such a crate, pallet, container,
etc.) and a document identifier. The method also includes
receiving tag data corresponding to data stored on the RFID
tag. For example, the tag data may include sensor data col-
lected by the RFID tag. Further, the sensor data may include,
but is not limited to, humidity, Ph, temperature, sunlight,
ultraviolet light, chemicals, radioactivity, pathogens, pres-
ence of bacteria, presence of viruses, presence of prions,
carbon dioxide level, etc. or any other data which would be
desired and/or apparent to one skilled in the art upon reading
the present description. The tag data may also include times-
tamps, positioning data (e.g., GPS, reader position informa-
tion), unique product information regarding the product that
the RFID tag may be directly or indirectly coupled to, a
quantity of the products, a destination of the product, etc. The
method additionally includes associating the tag data with the
information relating to the RFID tag and storing the associa-
tion of the tag data with the information relating to the RFID
tag. Furthermore, the method includes receiving an image of
a document, wherein the image of the document has physical
characteristics of an image generated by a mobile device or a
scanner. The method also includes storing the image of the
document, associating the image of the document with the
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information relating to the RFID tag and storing the associa-
tion of the image with the information relating to the RFID tag
is stored. In addition, the method may further include output-
ting data about the tag along with at least one of a pointer, e.g.,
hyperlink, to the image of the document, a file having the
image of the document e.g., as an attachment, and graphical
data of the image of the document. The method include, as
well, extracting textual data from the image of the document,
and storing the extracted textual data in an index and/or a
relational database, in another embodiment.

In yet another illustrative embodiment, a system includes a
memory configured for storing data from a radio frequency
identification (RFID) tag and a processor configured for pro-
cessing logic. The system also includes logic for receiving
information relating to an RFID tag, the information includ-
ing at least one of a trip identifier, an identifier of the RFID
tag, an identifier of a transport item (such as a crate, pallet,
container, etc.), and a document identifier. As used herein, an
identifier may be any type of data that uniquely identifies the
trip, tag, item, document, etc. For example, an identifier may
include an invoice number associated with the current ship-
ment, a timestamp, a description of the product contents
and/or quantity of the products, positioning data (e.g. GPS,
reader position information), destination address, etc. Addi-
tionally, the identifier may be input by a user. Alternatively,
the identifier may be stored in a memory located in the RFID
tag, electrically coupled to the RFID tag, in an RFID tag
reader, electrically coupled to an RFID tag reader, in a cloud-
based data management system, etc. As used herein “clectri-
cally coupled” includes an electrical connection via a wire, a
cable, wirelessly, etc. Furthermore, the memory may include,
but is not limited to, Electrically Frasable Programmable
Read-Only Memory (EEPROM), Static Random-Access
Memory (SRAM), Ferroelectric Random-Access Memory
(FRAM), etc. The system also includes logic for receiving an
image of a document. As used herein, the document may be of
any type and/or of any format including, but not limited to, a
Word document, an Excel document, a PDF document, a
hand written document, a computer generated document, an
original document, a facsimile, etc. The document may com-
prise any type of medium including, but not limited to, paper,
plastic, vellum, etc. For example, in some approaches the
document may be a paper invoice, a paper bill of lading, a
driver’s license, etc. Inaddition, the image of a document may
be one or more “pages,” an image of part of a document, an
image of an entire document, an image of multiple pages of a
document, etc. or any combination thereof. It should be noted
that various approaches may be particularly useful when used
with images of paper documents typically used in conjunc-
tion with a supply chain. For instance, the image of the docu-
ment may include an image of an invoice for at least some
contents of a transport item and/or an image of a bill of lading
for at least some contents of a transport item with which the
RFID tag is associated (such as being coupled thereto, regis-
tered as accompanying the transport item, etc.) The image of
the document may further have physical characteristics of an
image generated by a mobile device such as a camera. The
camera may be a standalone camera or the camera may be on
another device such as a mobile phone, mobile RFID reader,
etc., in some approaches. The physical characteristics of an
image generated by a mobile device may include one or more
of an image skew, differing horizontal dimensions (such as
where the top of the document is narrower than the bottom
because the camera was not oriented precisely above the
center of the document), low resolution, presence of light
variations and/or shadows across a portion of the page, etc.,
and other such physical characteristics as would be under-
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stood by one skilled in the art upon reading the present dis-
closure. The image of the document may also have physical
characteristics of an image generated by a scanner of a type
known in the art. Such physical characteristics of an image
generated by a scanner an may include, but are not limited to,
one or more of an image skew, presence of streaks across a
portion of the page, presence of color beyond an edge of the
page (e.g., overscan), incorrect page orientation, etc. More-
over, the image of the document may be in a compressed
electronic format such as PDF, JPEG, TIFF, etc. The system
also includes logic for storing the image of the document. For
example, the image of the document may be stored on a
cloud-based data management system. The system further
includes logic for associating the image of the document with
the information relating to the RFID tag. For instance, the
image of the document may be associated with the informa-
tion relating to the RFID tag by correlating an identifier
submitted with the image to an identifier in the information
relating to the RFID tag, by receiving user input designating
the association, by extracting data from the document via
OCR to correlate the data to information relating to the RFID
tag, etc. The system additionally includes logic for storing the
association of the image with the information relating to the
RFID tag. The system may further include logic for receiving
sensor data collected by the RFID tag, and associating the
sensor data with the image of the document. The sensor data
may include any number of environmental conditions,
including but not limited to humidity, Ph, temperature, sun-
light, ultraviolet light, chemicals, radioactivity, pathogens,
presence of bacteria, presence of viruses, presence of prions,
carbon dioxide level, etc. or any other data which would be
desired and/or apparent to one skilled in the art upon reading
the present description. For example, the sensor data may be
selected from a group consisting of temperature, humidity,
Ph, light such as sunlight and/or ultraviolet light, chemicals,
radioactivity, shock, pathogens, presence of bacteria, pres-
ence of viruses, presence of prions, and concentration of
specific gases such as a carbon dioxide level. In addition, the
system may further include logic for extracting textual data
from the image of the document, and storing the extracted
textual data in an index and/or a relational database. The
textual data may be extracted from the image ofthe document
using optical character recognition (OCR). Also, the system
may further include logic for outputting data about the tag
along with at least one of a pointer, e.g., hyperlink, to the
image of the document, a file having the image of the docu-
ment e.g., as an attachment, and graphical data ofthe image of
the document.

In a further illustrative embodiment, a computer program
product includes executable computer code embodied on a
computer readable storage medium. The computer program
product includes computer code for receiving information
relating to an RFID tag, the information including at least one
of a trip identifier, an identifier of the RFID tag, an identifier
of'atransport item (such as a crate, pallet, container, etc.), and
adocument identifier. As used herein, an identifier may be any
type of data that uniquely identifies the trip, tag, item, docu-
ment, etc. For example, an identifier may include an invoice
number associated with the current shipment, a timestamp, a
description of the product contents and/or quantity of the
products, positioning data (e.g. GPS, reader position infor-
mation), destination address, etc. Additionally, the identifier
may be input by a user. Alternatively, the identifier may be
stored in a memory located in the RFID tag, electrically
coupled to the RFID tag, in an RFID tag reader, electrically
coupled to an RFID tag reader, in a cloud-based data man-
agement system, etc. As used herein “electrically coupled”
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includes an electrical connection via a wire, a cable, wire-
lessly, etc. Furthermore, the memory may include, but is not
limited to, Electrically Erasable Programmable Read-Only
Memory (EEPROM), Static Random-Access Memory
(SRAM), Ferroelectric Random-Access Memory (FRAM),
etc. The computer program product also includes computer
code for receiving an image of a document. As used herein,
the document may be of any type and/or of any format includ-
ing, but not limited to, a Word document, an Excel document,
a PDF document, a hand written document, a computer gen-
erated document, an original document, a facsimile, etc. The
document may comprise any type of medium including, but
not limited to, paper, plastic, vellum, etc. For example, in
some approaches the document may be a paper invoice, a
paper bill of lading, a driver’s license, etc. In addition, the
image of a document may be one or more “pages,” an image
of part of a document, an image of an entire document, an
image of multiple pages of a document, etc. or any combina-
tion thereof. It should be noted that various approaches may
be particularly useful when used with images of paper docu-
ments typically used in conjunction with a supply chain. For
instance, the image of the document may include an image of
an invoice for at least some contents of a transport item and/or
an image of a bill of lading for at least some contents of a
transport item with which the RFID tag is associated (such as
being coupled thereto, registered as accompanying the trans-
port item, etc.) The image of the document may further have
physical characteristics of an image generated by a mobile
device such as a camera. The camera may be a standalone
camera or the camera may be on another device such as a
mobile phone, mobile RFID reader, etc., in some approaches.
The physical characteristics of an image generated by a
mobile device may include one or more of an image skew,
differing horizontal dimensions (such as where the top of the
document is narrower than the bottom because the camera
was not oriented precisely above the center of the document),
low resolution, presence of light variations and/or shadows
across a portion of the page, etc., and other such physical
characteristics as would be understood by one skilled in the
art upon reading the present disclosure. The image of the
document may also have physical characteristics of an image
generated by a scanner of a type known in the art. Such
physical characteristics of an image generated by a scanner an
may include, but are not limited to, one or more of an image
skew, presence of streaks across a portion of the page, pres-
ence of color beyond an edge of the page (e.g., overscan),
incorrect page orientation, etc. Moreover, the image of the
document may be in a compressed electronic format such as
PDF, JPEG, TIFF, etc. The computer program product also
includes computer code for storing the image of the docu-
ment. For example, the image of the document may be stored
on a cloud-based data management system. The computer
program product further includes computer code for associ-
ating the image of the document with the information relating
to the RFID tag. For instance, the image of the document may
be associated with the information relating to the RFID tag by
correlating an identifier submitted with the image to an iden-
tifier in the information relating to the RFID tag, by receiving
user input designating the association, by extracting data
from the document via OCR to correlate the data to informa-
tion relating to the RFID tag, etc. The computer program
product additionally includes computer code for storing the
association of the image with the information relating to the
RFID tag. The computer program product may further
include computer code for receiving sensor data collected by
the RFID tag, and associating the sensor data with the image
of'the document. The sensor data may include any number of
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environmental conditions, including but not limited to
humidity, Ph, temperature, sunlight, ultraviolet light, chemi-
cals, radioactivity, pathogens, presence of bacteria, presence
of viruses, presence of prions, carbon dioxide level, etc. or
any other data which would be desired and/or apparent to one
skilled in the art upon reading the present description. For
example, the sensor data may be selected from a group con-
sisting of temperature, humidity, Ph, light such as sunlight
and/or ultraviolet light, chemicals, radioactivity, shock,
pathogens, presence of bacteria, presence of viruses, pres-
ence of prions, and concentration of specific gases such as a
carbon dioxide level. In addition, the computer program prod-
uct may further include compute code for extracting textual
data from the image of the document, and storing the
extracted textual data in an index and/or a relational database.
The textual data may be extracted from the image of the
document using optical character recognition (OCR). Also,
the computer program product may further include computer
code for outputting data about the tag along with at least one
of a pointer, e.g., hyperlink, to the image of the document, a
file having the image of the document e.g., as an attachment,
and graphical data of the image of the document.

The description herein is presented to enable any person
skilled in the art to make and use the invention and is provided
in the context of particular applications of the invention and
their requirements. Various modifications to the disclosed
embodiments will be readily apparent to those skilled in the
art and the general principles defined herein may be applied to
other embodiments and applications without departing from
the spirit and scope of the present invention. Thus, the present
invention is not intended to be limited to the embodiments
shown, but is to be accorded the widest scope consistent with
the principles and features disclosed herein.

In particular, various embodiments of the invention dis-
cussed herein are implemented using the Internet as a means
of communicating among a plurality of computer systems.
One skilled in the art will recognize that the present invention
is not limited to the use of the Internet as a communication
medium and that alternative methods of the invention may
accommodate the use of a private intranet, a Local Area
Network (LAN), a Wide Area Network (WAN) or other
means of communication. In addition, various combinations
of'wired, wireless (e.g., radio frequency) and optical commu-
nication links may be utilized.

The program environment in which one embodiment ofthe
invention may be executed illustratively incorporates one or
more general-purpose computers or special-purpose devices
such hand-held computers. Details of such devices (e.g., pro-
cessor, memory, data storage, input and output devices) are
well known and are omitted for the sake of clarity.

It should also be understood that the techniques of the
present invention might be implemented using a variety of
technologies. For example, the methods described herein
may be implemented in software running on a computer
system, or implemented in hardware utilizing one or more
processors and logic (hardware and/or software) for perform-
ing operations of the method, application specific integrated
circuits, programmable logic devices such as Field Program-
mable Gate Arrays (FPGAs), and/or various combinations
thereof. In one illustrative approach, methods described
herein may be implemented by a series of computer-execut-
able instructions residing on a storage medium such as a
physical (e.g., non-transitory) computer-readable medium. In
addition, although specific embodiments of the invention
may employ object-oriented software programming con-
cepts, the invention is not so limited and is easily adapted to
employ other forms of directing the operation of a computer.
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The invention can also be provided in the form of a com-
puter program product comprising a computer readable stor-
age or signal medium having computer code thereon, which
may be executed by a computing device (e.g., a processor)
and/or system. A computer readable storage medium can
include any medium capable of storing computer code
thereon for use by a computing device or system, including
optical media such as read only and writeable CD and DVD,
magnetic memory or medium (e.g., hard disk drive, tape),
semiconductor memory (e.g., FLASH memory and other por-
table memory cards, etc.), firmware encoded in a chip, etc.

A computer readable signal medium is one that does not fit
within the aforementioned storage medium class. For
example, illustrative computer readable signal media com-
municate or otherwise transfer transitory signals within a
system, between systems e.g., via a physical or virtual net-
work, etc.

FIG. 7 illustrates a network architecture 700, in accordance
with one embodiment. As shown in FIG. 7, a plurality of
remote networks 702 are provided including a first remote
network 704 and a second remote network 706. A gateway
701 may be coupled between the remote networks 702 and a
proximate network 708. In the context of the present network
architecture 700, the networks 704, 706 may each take any
form including, but not limited to a LAN, a WAN such as the
Internet, PSTN, internal telephone network, etc.

Inuse, the gateway 701 serves as an entrance point from the
remote networks 702 to the proximate network 708. As such,
the gateway 701 may function as a router, which is capable of
directing a given packet of data that arrives at the gateway
701, and a switch, which furnishes the actual path in and out
of the gateway 701 for a given packet.

Further included is at least one data server 714 coupled to
the proximate network 708, and which is accessible from the
remote networks 702 via the gateway 701. It should be noted
that the data server(s) 714 may include any type of computing
device/groupware. Coupled to each data server 714 is a plu-
rality of user devices 716. Such user devices 716 may include
a desktop computer, laptop computer, hand-held computer,
printer or any other type of logic. It should be noted that a user
device 711 may also be directly coupled to any of the net-
works, in one embodiment.

A peripheral 720 or series of peripherals 720, e.g. facsimile
machines, printers, networked storage units, etc., may be
coupled to one or more of the networks 704, 706, 708. It
should be noted that databases, servers, and/or additional
components may be utilized with, or integrated into, any type
of'network element coupled to the networks 704, 706, 708. In
the context of the present description, a network element may
refer to any component of a network.

FIG. 8 shows a representative hardware environment asso-
ciated with a user device 716 and/or server 714 of FIG. 7, in
accordance with one embodiment. Such figure illustrates a
typical hardware configuration of a workstation having a
central processing unit 810, such as a microprocessor, and a
number of other units interconnected via a system bus 812.

The workstation shown in FIG. 8 includes a Random
Access Memory (RAM) 814, Read Only Memory (ROM)
816, an I/O adapter 818 for connecting peripheral devices
such as disk storage units 820 to the bus 812, a user interface
adapter 822 for connecting a keyboard 824, a mouse 826, a
speaker 828, a microphone 832, and/or other user interface
devices such as a touch screen and a digital camera (not
shown) to the bus 812, communication adapter 834 for con-
necting the workstation to a communication network 835
(e.g., a data processing network) and a display adapter 836 for
connecting the bus 812 to a display device 838.
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The workstation may have resident thereon an operating
system such as the Microsoft WINDOWS Operating System
(0S),aMAC OS, a UNIX OS, etc. It will be appreciated that
a preferred embodiment may also be implemented on plat-
forms and operating systems other than those mentioned. A
preferred embodiment may be written using JAVA, XML, C,
and/or C++ language, or other programming languages,
along with an object oriented programming methodology.
Object oriented programming (OOP), which has become
increasingly used to develop complex applications, may be
used.

Moreover, a system according to various embodiments
may include a processor and logic integrated with and/or
executable by the processor, the logic being configured to
perform one or more of the process steps recited herein. By
integrated with, what is meant is that the processor has logic
embedded therewith as hardware logic, such as an application
specific integrated circuit (ASIC), a field programmable gate
array (FPGA), etc. By executable by the processor, what is
meant is that the logic is hardware logic; software logic such
as firmware, part of an operating system, part of an applica-
tion program, etc., or some combination of hardware and
software logic that is accessible by the processor and config-
ured to cause the processor to perform some functionality
upon execution by the processor. Software logic may be
stored onlocal and/or remote memory of any memory type, as
known in the art. Any processor known in the art may be used,
such as a software processor module and/or a hardware pro-
cessor such as an ASIC, a FPGA, a central processing unit
(CPU), an integrated circuit (IC), etc.

It will be clear that the various features of the foregoing
systems and/or methodologies may be combined in any way,
creating a plurality of combinations from the descriptions
presented above.

While various embodiments have been described above, it
should be understood that they have been presented by way of
example only, and not limitation. Thus, the breadth and scope
of'a preferred embodiment should not be limited by any ofthe
above-described exemplary embodiments, but should be
defined only in accordance with the following claims and
their equivalents.

What is claimed is:

1. A method for associating an image of a document with
information relating to a radio frequency identification
(RFID) tag, comprising:

receiving information relating to an RFID tag, the infor-

mation including an identifier of the RFID tag and at
least one of: a trip identifier, and an identifier of a trans-
port item;

receiving an image of a document;

storing the image of the document;

associating the image of the document with the informa-

tion relating to the RFID tag; and

storing the association of the image with the information

relating to the RFID tag.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein the image of the docu-
ment includes an image of an invoice for contents of a trans-
port item with which the RFID tag is associated.

3. The method of claim 1, wherein the image of the docu-
ment includes an image of a bill of lading for contents of a
transport item with which the RFID tag is associated.

4. The method of claim 1, further comprising receiving
sensor data collected by the RFID tag, and associating the
sensor data with the image of the document.

5. The method of claim 4, wherein the sensor data is
selected from the group consisting of temperature, humidity,
Ph, light, chemicals, radioactivity, shock, pathogens, pres-
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ence of bacteria, presence of viruses, presence of prions, and
concentration of specific gases.

6. The method of claim 1, wherein the image of the docu-
ment is in a compressed electronic format.

7. The method of claim 1, further comprising outputting
data about the tag along with at least one of a pointer to the
image of the document, a file having the image of the docu-
ment, and graphical data of the image of the document.

8. The method of claim 1, further comprising extracting
textual data from the image of the document, and storing the
extracted textual data in an index and/or a relational database.

9. The method of claim 8, wherein the textual data is
extracted from the image of the document using optical char-
acter recognition.

10. The method of claim 1, wherein the RFID tag is a
battery assisted passive tag.

11. The method of claim 1, wherein the image of the
document has physical characteristics of an image generated
by a mobile device and/or a scanner.

12. The method of claim 1, wherein the RFID tag is physi-
cally coupled to atransport item, and wherein the image of the
document is an image of a document that includes a descrip-
tion of one or more objects associated with the transport item.

13. The method of claim 12, wherein the transport item is
selected from the group consisting of: a crate, a pallet, a
carton, a container, and a vehicle.

14. A system, comprising:

a memory configured for storing data from a radio fre-

quency identification (RFID) tag;

aprocessor and logic integrated with and/or executable by

the processor, the logic being configured to:

receive information relating to an RFID tag, the infor-
mation including an identifier of the RFID tag and at
least one of: a trip identifier, and an identifier of a
transport item;

receive an image of a document;

store the image of the document;

associate the image of the document with the informa-
tion relating to the RFID tag; and

store the association of the image with the information
relating to the RFID tag.

15. The system of claim 14, further comprising logic con-
figured to receive sensor data collected by the RFID tag, and
associating the sensor data with the image of the document,
wherein the sensor data including at least one of: humidity,
Ph, light, chemicals, radioactivity, shock, pathogens, pres-
ence of bacteria, presence of viruses, presence of prions, and
concentration of specific gases.

16. The system of claim 14, further comprising logic con-
figured to output data about the tag along with at least one of
apointer to the image of the document, a file having the image
of the document, and graphical data of the image of the
document.

17. The system of claim 14, further comprising logic con-
figured to extract textual data from the image of the docu-
ment, and storing the extracted textual data in an index and/or
a relational database.

18. The system of claim 14, wherein the RFID tag is a
battery assisted passive tag.

19. The system of claim 14, wherein the image of the
document has physical characteristics of an image generated
by a mobile device or a scanner.

20. The system of claim 14, wherein the RFID tag is physi-
cally coupled to atransport item, and wherein the image of the
document is an image of an invoice or a bill of lading for one
or more objects associated with the transport item.
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21. A computer program product, comprising:

executable computer code embodied on a computer read-
able storage medium, the computer code including:

computer code for receiving information relating to an
RFID tag physically coupled to a transport item, the
transport item being configured to transport one or more
objects, the information relating to the RFID tag includ-
ing an identifier of the RFID tag and at least one of: a trip
identifier, and an identifier of the transport item to which
the RFID tag is physically coupled;
computer program code for receiving an image of a docu-
ment, the document describing at least one of the one or
more objects transported via the transport item;

computer program code for storing the image of the docu-
ment;

computer program code for associating the image of the

document with the information relating to the RFID tag;
and

computer code for storing the association of the image with

the information relating to the RFID tag.
22. The computer program product of claim 21, further
comprising receiving sensor data collected by the RFID tag,
and associating the sensor data with the image of the docu-
ment, wherein the sensor data is selected from the group
consisting of: humidity, Ph, light, chemicals, radioactivity,
shock, pathogens, presence of bacteria, presence of viruses,
presence of prions, concentration of specific gases, and com-
binations thereof.
23. The computer program product of claim 21, further
comprising outputting data about the tag along with at least
one ofa pointer to the image of the document, a file having the
image of'the document, and graphical data of the image of the
document.
24. The computer program product of claim 21, further
comprising extracting textual data from the image of the
document, and storing the extracted textual data in an index
and/or a relational database.
25. The computer program product of claim 21, wherein
the RFID tag is a battery assisted passive tag.
26. The computer program product of claim 21, wherein
the image of the document has physical characteristics of an
image generated by a mobile device or a scanner.
27. A method for associating an image of a document with
information relating to a radio frequency identification
(RFID) tag, comprising:
receiving information relating to an RFID tag physically
coupled to a transport item, the transport item being
configured to transport one or more objects, the infor-
mation including at least one of a trip identifier, an
identifier of the RFID tag, an identifier of a transport
item, and a document identifier;
receiving tag data corresponding to data stored on the
RFID tag, wherein the tag data includes sensor data
collected by the RFID tag, the sensor data being selected
from the group consisting of: humidity, Ph, light, chemi-
cals, radioactivity, shock, pathogens, presence of bacte-
ria, presence of viruses, presence of prions, concentra-
tion of specific gases, and combinations thereof;

associating the tag data with the information relating to the
RFID tag;

storing the association of the tag data with the information

relating to the RFID tag;

receiving an image of a document, the document describ-

ing at least one of the one or more objects transported via
the transport item, wherein the image of the document
has physical characteristics of an image generated by a
mobile device or a scanner;
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storing the image of the document;

associating the image of the document with the informa-
tion relating to the RFID tag; and

storing the association of the image with the information
relating to the RFID tag.

28. The method of claim 27, further comprising:

outputting data about the tag along with at least one of a
pointer to the image of the document, a file having the
image of the document, and graphical data of the image
of the document; and

extracting textual data from the image of the document,
and storing the extracted textual data in an index and/or
a relational database.
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